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Lir at Sea and Ashore 
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Thomas Bonner, Jr. 
 

Morse code and radios 

file folders and ledgers 

high seas and horizons 

intersect on his calls 

as Lir brings orders 

to tug boats at their docks 

on the Mississippi. 

Deck hands drop down ladders 

as he leaves the “com shack” 

aboard his destroyer 

racing through rolling waves. 

A tug’s hand takes the box 

carried from his warehouse 

as once a ship’s captain 

received signals from him. 

On the cold Atlantic  

now by the warm river 

his muse still waits for him. 

He looks across the bow— 

sees her through rising mist 

as seagulls swirl skyward. 
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