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The Double

A young soldier, ordered to search

a farmhouse, kicks open the door
with pistol cocked. Flattening his back
to the wall, as he’s been trained to,

he jumps inside and smacks straight
into his double: a young soldier,
white-faced, weapon aimed at him.

In the shock-pause before they blow
cach other to bits, the first man nearly
fails to recognize his reflection. The
hallway mirror does not recall to him
anyone he’s been. What he sees is the
gun pointed at his head, his own gun,
death, the enemy, well-armed.

My father told this story of how he
almost killed himself, adding that

in any conflict we come to resemble
most closely those we oppose, the
essence and the irony of war.
Afterward, he carried his alien
reflection, that alter-image, with him
into battle, knowing himself doubled,
and knowing the double, one.
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